Town Tenants (Ireland) Bill. 
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I 


A 

BILL 

TO 

Improve the position of Tenants in Towns in Ireland, a.d.isos. 

B e it enacted hy the King’s most ExceUeut Majesty, by and 
■with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiiitnal and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

5 1. — (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a tenant of a Tenant’s 

holding to 'which this Act applies, mav, on quittinff his holding, be 

,.,i , , 1 . . ^ ® ® compensa- 

entitled to claim, in the prescribed manner, compensation to be tion for im- 

paid by the landlord in respect of ail improvements on his holding provements. 
made by him or his predecessors in title, which have added to the 
iO letting value of the holding. 

(2) In the event of any dispute between a landlord and a 
tenant with regard to a claim for compensation, under this section, 
such dispute, unless the parties agree to refer it to arbitration, shall 
be determined by the court in accordance "with the provisions of this 
15 Act, and the court in awarding such compensation to the tenant 
in respect of such improvements, may, in reduction of the tenant’s 
claim, take into consideration the rent at which such holding had 
been held, and any benefits which the tenant may have received 
from his landlord in consideration espressly or impliedly of the 
20 impi’ovements made. 

2. — (1) A tenant of a holding who is quitting it voluntarily Limitation 
shall not he entitled to any compensation in respect of any 
improvement when it appears to the court that such tenant has tain cases, 
been given by his landlord permission which, in the opinion of "the 
25 court, is reasonable, to dispose of his interest in his improvements 
to an incoming tenant, upon such terms as the court may deem 
reasonable, and the tenant has refused or neglected tt> avail himself 
of such permission. 
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Limdlord’s 
right to 
object. 


Conditions 
o£ comj)6nsa- 
tion. 


(2) A tenant shall not be entitled to any compensation in 
respect of any improTement, made either befoi’e or after the passing 
of this Act, which, the landlord had undertaken to make, except in 
cases where the landlord lias failed to perform his undertaking 
within the time agi’eed on between him and the tenant, or 6 
within a time which, in the opinion of the court, is a reasonable 
time. 


3. — (1) Whei’e a tenant of a holding proposes, after the 

passing of this Act, to make improvements in his holding, he shall 
send to his landlord notice, in the prescribed manner, of his inten- 10 
tion to make such improvements, together with a specification or 
plan of the proposed improvements, and if the landlord does not 
witliin one month after the receipt of the notice send notice of 
objection, in the prescribed manner, to the tenant, the tenant may . 
proceed to make the proposed improvements ; but if the landlord 15 
sends such notice objecting to all or any of the improvements, the 
tenant may, in the jneseribed manner, apply to the ci>urt, and the 
court may, if it thinks fit, sanction all or any of the projmsed 
improvements, making such modifications in the specification or 
plan as the court thinks fit. 20 

(2) A tenant shah not be entitled to claim compensation in 
respect of any improvements made after the 'passing of this Aet 
unless he has given notice thereof under this section, and (in case 
the landlord has given notice of objection thereto) the improve- 
ments have been sanctioned by the court. Provided that where 26 
any sanitary authority under the Public Health (Ireland) Acts or 
Housing of the Working Classes Acts, requires the owner or 
occupier to make any improvements or execute any works in the 
holding, the occupier, upon the landlord’s default, may make or 
execute, without any notice to the landlord, such improvements or 30 
works, anil such improvements or works shall be deemed to be 
improvements within the meaning of this Act. 

4. "Where, in the case of any holding, there are several 

persons standing in the relation to each other of landlord and 
tenant, the following provision shall apply : — 35 

Anj mesne landlord against whom a claim arises under this 
Act shall, at the end of his term, be entitled to claim, com- 
pensation against his immediate landlord in like manner 
and on the same conditions as if he had himself made the 
improvements in question. 40 
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5 . Any contract ma4e by a tenant, whether before or after 
the passing of this Act, by virtue of which he would be, directly Prohibition 
or indirectly, deprived of his right to obtain compensation under contract* 
this Act shall be void. m^oat. 

5 6. — (1) The court for the determination of all matters under Jurisdiction 

this Act shall bo the county court of the admimstrative county or 
county borough in which the holding in question is situate. 

(2) "When hearing any matter under tliis Act a county court 
judge shall sit with two assessors, oue of whom shall be nominated 

10 in writing and remunerated by the tenant of the holding in 
question, and one hy the landlord or landlords. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act, rules for regulating 
proceedings in a county court under this Act may be made in 
accordance with the County Courts (Ireland) Acts, 1851 to 1889. 

16 7 . Sections sixteen to nineteen, inclusive, aud section twenty- Proceedings 

one of the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, shall, so far as 
they are applicable, apply to proceedings in respect of claims under 
this Act, in like manner as to proceetlings in respect of claims 
under that Act. 

20 8. The holdings to which this A.ct applies are houses, shops, Holdings to 

and other buildings occupied either for residential or for business 
purposes. 

9. The following expressions in this Act shall have the Definitions, 
meanings hereinafter respeotitely assigned to them (that is to 

25 say) : — 

Landlord ” shall have the same meaning as in section one of 
the Landlord aud Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1860. 

“ Owner” shall have the same meaning as in section two of 
the Public Health (Ireland), Act, 1878. 

30 “Tenant” shall mean the person entitled to the holding under 
any lease or contract of tenancy, whether the interest of 
such tenant shall have been acquired by original contract, 
lawful assignment, bequest, devise, or act and operation of 
law; 

36 “Prescribed” means by rules to be made by the rule making 
authority constituted by this Act. 

10 . Improvements by a landlord or tenant on any holding Registration 
may be registered in tie manner provided by section six of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, but the court in which 
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